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Law in Context 
Two journals mark UB 's leadership zn 
interdisciplinary studies of law 
T
he name of UB Law 
School is reaching far in 
academia- indeed 
throughout the world - as 
the home of two of the 
world 's leading journals for interdis-
ciplinary scholarship on law and legal 
insti tutions, the Law & Society Re-
view and Law & Policy. 
UB law faculty member Frank 
Munger was recently named genera l 
editor of the Law & Society Review. 
Law & Policy is currently under the 
co-editorship of faculty members 
Thomas Headrick and Erro l 
Meidi nger and Keith Hawkins of 
Oxford University, England. It came 
to the Law School in 1984 and is now 
permanently located at UB and under-
written by the Baldy Center for Inter-
di sciplinary Studies. 
Both journals derive inte llectual 
foc us and support from UB 's faculty, 
more than a quarter of whom hold 
Ph.D.s in socia l science or history. 
UB Law School has been a national 
center for interdisciplinary scholar-
ship and teaching at least since the 
deanship of sociologist Richard ·'Red" 
Schwartz in the early 1970s. The Law 
& Society Review had been at UB 
during the mid- 1970s under Marc Ga.-
lante r's editorship. 
The Law & SocieTy RevieH· has a 
rotating editorship, which is now 
Munger's for the next three years. In 
recent years its editorial offices have 
been at Michigan Law School , UCLA 
Law School. the American Bar Foun-
dation and Temple University. 
Awarding the editorship constitutes 
recogni tion not only of the interest 
and commitment of the indi vidual se-
lected as editor, but of the inst itution, 
which is asked to provide partial sup-
port for the editor's office. 
The Review is the o ffic ial publ i-
cation of the Law and Society Associ-
ation, the o ldest scho larly society 
committed to the interdisciplinary 
study of law and legal institu tio ns. 
The Review draws articles fro m a 
commun ity o f scho lar s that is world-
wide and has subscri bers around the 
world. 
·'As the oldest and lar gest scho l-
arly publication for law and socia l sci-
ence,'' says Munger, "i t is committed 
to publ ishing the highest quality em-
pirical research and theory in the 
fie ld. 
" However, the fie ld has grown 
enormously over the past decade. Law 
and society research has become a 
rea l growth industry. World change 
has stimulated the inte rest of Ameri-
can scholars in particular, but scho lars 
in other countries are a lso increasing-
ly recogn izing the importance of 
studying law and its effects in con-
text." 
Munger recently returned from a 
conference in Thailand on Law and 
Society in Southeast Asia sponsored 
by the Law and Society Association 
with funding from the National Sci-
ence Foundation and the Ford Foun-
dation, and organi zed by UB law fac-
ulty member David Engel. Munger 
also points to the Law and Society 
Associat ion' s decision to hold its an-
nual meeting in Amsterdam last year 
as evidence of inte rnat ional growth. 
The fi e ld is chang ing in other ways 
as well , Munger notes, re fl ecting the 
views of scholars within and outside law 
schools about law and methods o f scho l-
arship. " Recent work in the fi e ld is pur-
suing new and important approaches to 
understanding law in context, from eco-
nomic analysis to narratives of experi -
ence, from femi nist discourse to the 
study o f law as literature,'" he says. 
"f came in with a ki nd of mission, 
to have the Review tap these very excit-
ing new currents in the research com-
munity, often reflected in the annual 
meeting of the Associatio n, but w hich 
are o nly now emerging in scholarshi p 
publi shable in the Law & Society Re-
view. 
Among other innovations in tended 
to help showcase work o n the leading 
edge of the field, Munger plans to intro-
d uce what he calls "min i-symposia," or 
s mall groups of thematically interre lated 
articles and co mments that will provide 
a sampling of work and debate in an 
area of thouoht or research . Examples of 
1:> 
mini- symposium proposals under con-
sideration include: historical work in 
cri mino logy on the impact of institu-
tions of criminal justice on the creation 
and maintenance of gender and race dif-
ferences; the personal naiTative as a 
form of law and society scholarship; re-
search on women in the labor force; pri-
vatization in Easte rn Europe: and a sym-
posium of commentary on research on 
immigration regulation. 
Munger is now seeking an associ -
ate editor for the journal. par tly to he lp 
him handle the 150 to 200 manuscripts 
it receives each year, most of which 
are good enough to go throug h the 
peer review process. Editoria l assis-
tant Sara Faherty ("she's been abso-
lutely essential to mainta ining the Re-
view in Buffalo") and copy editor 
Bette S ikes, based in Chicago, share 
the work of producing the Review. 
The Review has been complete ly 
redesig ned for Munger by profession-
al g raphic artist, Ann Cassidy, to give 
the featured articles more emphasis 
o n the cover and 
to create a fresh, 
more readable for-
mat. 
' 'I think hav-
ing this publica-
tion at UB creates 
a nice opportunity 
for the Law 
School to refocus 
its attention o n its 
law and society 
roots," Munger 
says. And of the 
Law and Socie ty 
Association 's de-
c ision to bring the 
Law & SocieTy 
Review to Buffa-
lo , he says, " It is 
recognition that 
Frank Munger, 
V B Law School 
the law school is an important cente r 
for law and soci ety research." 
U 
8 Law' s other journal, 
Law & Polic\', is smalle r 
but j ust as inte llectua lly 
broad-minded. 
Professor Erro l E. 
Meidinger, a co-editor of Law & Policy, 
says the journal strives to be "very 
pluralistic and open-ended' ' and wel-
comes submissions from scholars in 
any discipline. 
·' It is a journal that 's most willing 
to in vite serious work on the issue of 
the d ay,'' says Meidinger. who spent 
the 199 1-92 academic year as a visiting 
professor at Syracuse University. "The 
other journals tend to be mo re nar-
rowly scholarly. Although Law & 
Policy is very much a scholarly jour-
nal, it invites synthesis among disci-
plines. 
'T he philosophy of the journal," 
Meidinger says, " is that legal discus-
sions are not separate from the larger 
di scussio ns about how socie ty should 
be o rganized and how it should dis-
tribute its resources. The idea is to 
provide a vehic le that not only is mul-
Keith Hawkins, 
tronize automobile inspection sta-
tions with lax standards. 
"We receive articles from all 
over the world - Canada, Europe. 
even Australia ... Mangan says. ''You 
get a real cross- fertilization of ideas. 
"Law & Policy believes in pub-
lishing the more alternative articles, 
the more innovative ones," she says. 
" It' s sort of the oddball among law 
and socia l policy journals, but it' s 
mainstream enough so that it' s not 
wacky. 
"We 
think it' s a little 
bolder, braver, 
more fl ex ible 
than the other 
journals." 








regulators. It is 
typeset and 
printed in Great 
Bri tain , necessi-
tating a steady 
transatlantic 
Federa l Express 
tidisc ipl inary. but is open to multiple 
methodologies - a place where dis-
cussions can come together on policy 
problems which try to link laws with 
the ir social implications and also the ir 
social origins. 
" It invites that vision about how 
something might be changed to work 
in a different way." 
Laura Mangan, assistant director 
o f the Baldy Cente r for Law and So-
cial Po licy, and managing editor o f 
La 11· & Potier, says most o f the jour-
nal's art icles deal with social policy, 
not case law. Examples from recent 
issues include a piece on the buyi ng 
and selling o f human organs, and a 
study o f why car owners tend to pa-
traffic of articles, ga lleys and corre-
spondence. 
In the works are three special 
topical issues of U/11' & Policy: one 
on pri vatization and const itutional re-
form in Eastern Europe, another o n 
financial regulation, and a th ird on 
environmental regulation. 
' 'It' s both an important serv ice 
to the scholarly community and an 
excellent thing for us to be home to 
both Law & Policy and Lcl\r & Soci-
e~r Review. because it draws atten-
tion to the place." Meid inger says. " It 
gives people a sense that the re · s a 
fair bit going on here." • 
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